Cold stress influence on lung lecithin in the newborn rabbit.
Term, food-water deprived newborn rabbits exposed to a cold environment for 48 h demonstrated a significant decrease in total lung lipid (p less than 0.01), total triglyceride (p less than 0.001), total phospholipid (p less than 0.05), and total phosphatidylcholine (p less than 0.025). Disaturated phosphatidylcholine remained unchanged. Fatty acid methyl esters of total and disaturated phosphatidylcholine were not influenced by cold stress. Likewise, there was no alteration in pulmonary function as determined by deflation pressure-volume relationships.